Have you planted hardy mums that never came hack

can get them to come back.

One secret to success is to buy them before {he
bloom and plant them right away. If they stay in the [
too long they're root-bound and exhausted, and wés
have enough energy left to adjust in their new home. &

Mums want plenty of fertile, well-drained soil to li
in. Mums that are trapped in a small pot for too long
allowed to dry out, will have a hard time growing :’:y
roots once they are planted.

The more soil they have to grow in, the bigger
plants get. Our mums are grown in big pots, full to
brim with good quality soil. Pedigree is very importd

with mums. Mum breeders select for flower coloiMlammoth Mums”). Belgian mums typically have smaller
length of flowering, sturdiness, resistance to diseaé®wers but make a large round plant, covered with blooms
and an attractive compact mounding shape. Like thor-We take good care of our mums so they're healthy an
oughbred horses and AKC dogs, the best mums hav&a@py when you take them home. You can see the diffe
good “family tree”. They cost a bit more, but they pemce. Mums sold by the roadside or on “big-box” parking

clearly superior plants and perform better. lots just don’t succeed like ours.

Our favorites are the “Prophets” series from “Flower We’ll also give you care instructions, so you can really
Fields”. They have female names like “Raquel” (rediderstand how to make them last and bloom for a lon

“Linda” (white), “Harmony” (orange)jtime. It's worth the trip to GoodSeed Farm for the eegt
“Natalie” (yellow) and “Bold Vanessa” (purple). Wéall mums for yourself or to give as gifts. Our mums a
also offer 14 different “Belgian” mums (also callettuly the finest, healthiest hardy mums you’ll find!

www.goodseedfarm.com
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The past two years haven’t been good for garden cepters
in Ohio, and we’re no exception. Between the laggirane¢
omy, “big boxes” and this year's awful spring weather,
we’ve seen our sales shrink two years in a row. Nowesom
a fresh challenge: the State of Ohio has decided thatl-Goo
Seed Farm is a “public nuisance” and has taken legalnacti
against us.

If we want our garden store to remain open we cat
ther demolish our main store building or totally rebuiltbi
meet modern building codes. Neither option makes s
for us so we have to make some major changes to sulvi
you are a customer of our “Country Garden Center” rea
and we’ll try to explain what the future holds.

We totally misunderstood what it means to be a far
business in Ohio. Bratton Township, where we live, i
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farm area with no zoning, no building codes, lots of o
space, clean air and water, and scenic beauty. Thegoes
ernment here is small and frugal, concerning itself

maintaining roads. Our little garden center is one ofvdrg

henFrank Pasturzak, “Structural Inspector”,

| Ohio Department of Commerce, Division o

witlihdustrial Compliance, Bureau of Building
Code Compliance, visits us on April 30, 20(

D9

few businesses in this township.

Somehow we attracted the attention of state bureaufrcan faraway Columbus. If you're interested, you car
read the details of our legal battle with the Stat®lub elsewhere in this newsletter. The bottom lintha we can't
afford to satisfy the state bureaucracy (or pay lawie@fght it) so we have to shrink our business signitiyai his
will be our last printed newsletter, so unless we hawve gemail address we won't be in touch.

We aren’t going to tear down our barns, but they will'di&limits” to our retail customers. Without a wiber-
tight building we’ll have to “downsize”. Next season Weell mulch, nursery plants and landscape suppliegnin
“open air” nursery yard, but we’ll be open less retailts and offer design consultations by appointment only.

You may not realize this but landscaping has always ae&ast half of our business. We specialize in “desigr
build” makeovers of existing landscapes, and high-end “outidang rooms”. We also build hardscape walls, patios
and walks. We’ll be focusing much more on landscaping. iShiseative work we enjoy, and the same creative driv
that has made our retail store attractive has beprowimg the lives of our landscape clients for thirteensiea

We’'ll still have big trees, mulch and seasonal speesalike sweet potato plants. We’ll continue to delivelkb
mulch and topsoil, and offer a large selection of baggeld a
bulk landscape supplies, fertilizer and chemicals fokuygc
After the legal dust settles we’ll know better what vea do
without endangering our customers. We certainly don’t war
to be a hazard or a public nuisance.

As of this writing we are scheduled to appearourtc
September 2% to face an injunction ordering us to close. We
won't be fighting this; we can’t afford to fight. Insteave’ll
focus on finding out just exactly what we are alloweddo d
on our own land, to support our family. If you're interéste
in the outcome, e-mail us and we’ll add you to our e-istil
and keep you informed.

We still don’t really under-

WHY? stand why the State of Ohio

" would prefer we did business in

a tent rather than a sturdy barn that has stood for
over sixty years.

Perhaps you could get a better explanation
from Geoffrey Eaton, “Assistant Chief Building Offi-
cial’, Ohio Department of Commerce, Division of
Industrial Compliance, Bureau of Building Code
Compliance. He can make it all sound perfectly rea-
sonable and in the public interest. You can reach
him at 614-728-0052 (office) or 614-644-3948 (cell).



Lavon Bailey’s “broiler house” as it looked when we
. bought our farm in 1997. The State of Ohio had ng
! # problem with the barn in this condition.

Originally designed as a broiler chicken hatchery, bhigling was erected in 1948 by Lavon Bailey of Peeble
and his brother Owen Bailey. Lavon followed buildingnsldrom the USDA, except that he “diverted” the top seur
of building block to another project. This caused the headiadhe hatchery to be eight inches lower than $eelci

After 1953 Lavon closed the hatchery and adapted the mgifdr a variety of other farm uses. It was convertec
to a dairy barn with four milking stalls and a regulatioitkhouse. Later it was used by several FFA groups to rais
pigs. Turkey production was tried briefly at one point baswoo hard on the building’s interior. The upstairs wa
used to store bales of hay, which were too heavy and cthesediling beams to sag.

When we bought the farm from the Bailey family in 199i& barn was in bad disrepair and was just used to stc
farm equipment. The original hatchery incubators, feedad waterers filled the attic. Rock wool insulatimmg in
tatters, the roof leaked, the walls and floor werelad and the windows all broken. The 8000 gallon cistern we
caved in and full of mud. Hundreds of barn swallows fleaeliy in and out through the door openings.

We regularly meet local Adams County residents whoereber being in the barn catching broilers or raising
pigs, years ago. Many of them have to stoop to fit undelotheeilings. We knew all along that the “broiler house”

wasn't an ideal retail facility but it was all

we had so we did our best to make it invit-
ing. We hoped eventually we could afford
to replace it with a new building, but our
remote location and economic conditions
worked against us.

Lavon Bailey lived to see his former
hatchery converted into the GoodSeed Farn
garden store, and was a frequent visitor tc
our home and business. His wife Burneda
grew up in the farmhouse where we live.
She was a sweet and very accomplishe
woman, who attended and later taught ai
the Pike one-room schoolhouse, also on the
property. We treasure the memories of
times we spent with them.

“...Now that you've been identified as a potentia

Thirteen years later, the former hatchery is deemed & NN R 4 el TN N A

“public nuisance” and must be totally gutted and rebuilt {0 SRR IR RV CREEE L ER Tl
2010 buildi q q lished constant companions henceforth.
meet uilding codes, or demolished. Henry “Jake” Morgan




Grand Opening

May 1998

Quilt Trail Dedication - May 2003

Quilt Barn Under Construction - Summer 2002



Hardscape Barn
Spring 2007

*

Roofing the
Headhouse
Fall 2004
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Hed8a%bause. -2§ygnmer 2003

Headhouse - Summer 2005

Café Shelter
Spring 2009

Entrance Barn
Summer 2010
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November 1997 We move to Ohio and start work on impraviadarm. This includes converting the 1948 broiler hertginto a garden

April 1, 1998:

April 30, 2009:

May 5, 2009:

July 30, 2009:

store. It is surrounded by waist-high weeds. All thedsiws are broken, the roof leaks, the cistern is cavaddrihe elec-
trical system is abandoned. Years with no gutters bawsed cracks in the floor and walls. The doors arerrattd fal-
ling apart. The second floor is sagging from the weddliitay bales over many years, and old rock wool ingmas hang-
ing from all the ceilings upstairs and downstairs.

GoodSeed Farm opens for business. Over #iéeweyears the barn was improved with new roofing sikdights, light-
ing, a water system, workshop, stockroom and officekidésv the building had problems (like limited headroom)vizeit
couldn’t afford to replace it.

Opening for our %eason after years of improvements, we work ardumdlock to finish two new structures; a post-
and-beam “entrance barn” and a shelter house witesdbit customers to relax in the shade (and for eirterg garden
clubs). This construction attracts the attention ohki@asturzak, a building inspector for the State of Ghéohad a
problem with the fact that we built all these buildimghout asking permission. Being located in a county anddbign
with no zoning and no building codes, it had never oecuto us that we needed anyone’s permission to improve our
farm. He ordered us to stop construction (we were josthfing roofing the café shelter). Since we were onj davay
from Mother’s Day, our busiest weekend, we put up thééastoofing panels so we would be ready.

Pasturzak returned with his boss, Tony Gibbgplained to Tony that were a farm, in a non-zdeeshship. Tony said
that the State of Ohio considers us a “mercantilenlessi’ subject to the rules and regulations of the Oljgartment of
Commerce Division of Industrial Compliance. A few dagtet we received an official “Notice to Stop Work”.

The State of Ohio sent us an “Adjudication rQrdearging us with the following crimes:

“4101:1-1-01 105.1 Any owner or authorized agent who intends to constriget, ralpair, move, or change the occupancy
of a building or structure, or portion thereof, or to erect, insthlarge, alter, repair, remove, convert or replace any
electrical, gas, mechanical, plumbing system, other buildéngice equipment, or piping system the installation of which
is regulated by this code, or to cause any such work to be donkfjrshahake application to the building official and
obtain the required approval.”

“4101:1-1-01 108.1 Construction or work for which an approval is requiteall be subject to inspection by the building
official. It shall be the duty of the owner or the owner’s @dulthorized representative to notify the building department
when work is ready for inspection. Access to and means for tr@pet such work shall be provided for any inspections
that are required by this code.”

“4101:1-1-01 111.1 No building or structure, in whole or in part, balused or occupied until the building official has
issued an approval in the form of a certificate of occupancyc&h#icate of occupancy shall indicate the conditions un-
der which the building shall be used. The building owner shallsdythe structure in compliance with the certificate of
occupancy and any stated conditions.”

We were instructed to send $200 to the Board of Buildingeals if we wanted a hearing. Since we could clearlytsge
we were “guilty” of the above three crimes, we didn’t aeg point in spending $200 and a lost day of work to “appeal”

August 27, 2009: At our request, we were visited by the “feasihief Building Official” Geoff Eaton. He tried tomvince me how easy

and painless it would be to follow all the rules and rdgania it was his job to enforce. One thing was clealess we
paid thousands of dollars in application fees, plus archstéet’s to create plan drawings for our buildings, plus whatev
it cost to bring these buildings up to current codesydidd bring legal action to close our business.

October 19, 2009: The Board of Building Appeals in Columbus ‘ldphe Adjudication Order”. We chose not to attend tharihg.

April 27, 2010:

June 14, 2010:

June 18, 2010:

June 30, 2010:

We were served with papers ordering us to appéadge Spencer’s courtroom on May(®other’s Day weekend) to
face an injunction ordering us to close. Accordindi$tate of Ohio our business is a “public nuisance” hodld be
padlocked immediately. According to our attorney we hadptmns except to “comply”. We requested a postponement
of the hearing until after Mother’s Day. At this poiagal bills started to accrue for hundreds of dollars per.iThe state
Attorney General’s office agreed to reschedule theifgabut only if we committed in advance to “comply” wihe
OBC. We knuckled under and agreed to do whatever the stasmdenThe hearing was rescheduled for July 8th.

I met with Jim Allen of Allen Engineeringe(fd and neighbor of building inspector Frank Pasturziak) Allen sug-
gested that we gut the broiler barn, remove the sedood install all new support columns, and converb i tsingle-
story structure in order to overcome the headrooml@mobn the ground floor. We would also have to re-winedneds
of light fixtures and outlets, reinforce exterior walisld a fourth exit door, and on and on. The first stepduoelplans
and drawings, plus permit fees, at $5-6,000. Major reagetgin of our barn would take months and cost tens af-tho
sands, although Allen kept insisting it would be “mosallydr” and it would be “easy”.

We met again with Jim Allen to discuss ouraptlf we agreed to demolish the barn and just applgéaomits for the
picnic shelter and entrance barn, our cash outlay foripfes and plans would be only $2,200. We chose this option

We sent a check to Jim Allen for $722 fonipées to cover the entrance barn and café shelteccanchitted to $1500
in engineering fees for him to produce drawings of thedtuactures and process the applications.

August 12, 2010 Separate plans for the Entrance barn aGdithshelter are “partially approved” by the Bureau, huhe condition that

we build a code-compliant ADA-accessible restroom. \dald that our rented ADA-accessible porta-potty doés no
meet this requirement, but that we can file two appeatsfar each structure, each appeal costing $200 in advance.

August 19, 2010 After sending a letter questioning the spedf the restroom requirement, we got a two-page letteceding that, if we

changed the “class of occupancy” on our permit applicatmm fbusiness” to “mercantile”, we didn’'t have to buglchew
restroom. (We still have to demolish our main buildingass the final inspection).



Class Schedule
Call For Reservations (937) 695-5545

How to Grow & Recognize Herbs

Kathy Lohse 30min $10... Sat. 1PM, 2:30PM Sun. Noon

Embroider a Needle-Felted Pin Cushion
( - foradults or children)
Bootsie Robison 30 min $10 ................... Sat. 10ARM?
How to Grow Lavender
Vivian Phankuch 30min. $15 Sat. 1PM, 2:30PM Sun.
Hypertufa-Make A Stone-Like Garden Container
Karen Ruebusch 1 hr. $25 Sat. 10AM, 3:30PM Sun.
Flower Arranging Made Easy

(Bring a container or pick from Larry’s antique vessels)

Larry Shively 1-1/4hr. $20 Sat. 11AM, 3:30PM Sun. 2
Decorate a Dried Gourd Bowl
Joy Jackson 2 hr. $20 ........cccccennnnn. Sat. 3RM. Noon
Window Arrangement
(Bring in your window or vintage picture frame)

JoHall 1hr.$25 .......cc......... Sat. 4PM Sun. 1128M
How To Make Ice Cream In A Bag
(For Children - Recipe Included)

LPM

PM

°M

Whitney Idlett 30 min. $5 ............ Sat. 3:30PM Sun. 1IPM
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